
T H E  S H I L S  F U N D  P R E S E N T S

20TH ANNIVERSARY 

AND AWARDS CELEBRATION

T H E  E N T R E P R E N E U R I A L  S P I R I T  H A S  N O  B O U N D A R I E S

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2022

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SCHOOL OF DENTAL MEDICINE

YEARS

CELEBRATING



ABOUT SHILS FUND

The Dr. Edward B. Shils Entrepreneurial Fund 

(Shils Fund), named after the late Dr. Edward 

B. Shils, is a nonprofit organization dedicated 

to innovative approaches and entrepreneurial 

leadership to advance oral health. Dr. Shils 

was the Executive Director of the Dental 

Manufacturers of America and the Dental 

Dealers of America for almost 50 years. He 

was an extraordinary innovator, educator, 

and business leader with an unparalleled 

entrepreneurial spirit; he saw a need for 

business to encourage more innovation and 

entrepreneurship at every level.  Established 

in 2002 by his friends and colleagues in 

the dental industry, the Shils Fund honors 

the pioneering vision of Dr. Shils and inspires 

innovation in current and future health care 

entrepreneurs. 

Through investing in and championing 

award programs, the Shils Fund recognizes 

outstanding individuals, organizations, and 

programs that positively influence the oral 

health community and on public health as well.

From dental student innovation competitions 

showcasing young entrepreneurs to the 

sponsorship of career development and 

mentorship programs for aspiring dental 

entrepreneurs, the Shils Fund cultivates 

innovation and enriches the next generation of 

oral health care leaders.

In our 20th year, The Shils Fund is transforming 

to cultivate a new, diverse generation of oral 

health entrepreneurs. Through ongoing 

collaboration with leaders in the health care 

industry, The Shils Fund will be the funding 

source for the development of innovative 

ideas from students, academia, community-

based organizations, young clinicians, and 

diversity organizations.   Together, we are 

advancing innovation in oral health and its 

impact on overall health and empowering the 

next generation of dental entrepreneurs.

SHILSFUND.ORG

EVENT PROGRAM

3:30PM – 3:40PM	 Welcome 

3:40PM – 4:15PM	� Shils Partnership Award Introduction and  
Award Winner Presentations

	 ▶  Diversity Innovation Award

	 ▶  Future Developer Award

	 ▶  Young Entrepreneur Award

	 ▶  Emerging Transformational Leadership Award

4:15PM – 4:25PM	� DTA/Shils Scholarship 2022 Winner: Dr. Annce Kadri

4:25PM – 5:25PM	� “Driving Innovation to Advance Oral Health” Panel Discussion 

	 ▶  �Moderator: Lois K. Cohen, PhD., Consultant, National Institute of  
Dental and Craniofacial Research & Paul G. Rogers Ambassador for 
Global Health Research

	 ▶  Panelists: 

		  ◆  �Rena N. D’Souza, D.D.S., M.S., PhD., Director,  
National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research

		  ◆  �Michael Monopoli, D.M.D., M.P.H., M.S., FACD, FICD, Vice 
President of Grant Strategy, CareQuest Institute for Oral Health

		  ◆  �Teresa A. Dolan, D.D.S., M.P.H., Chief Dental O�cer, Overjet

		  ◆  �Stanley M. Bergman, Chairman of the Board, and C.E.O., 
Henry Schein, Inc. 

5:25PM – 6:10PM	 2022 Shils Annual Awards Presentation
	 ▶  Excellence in Industry

		  ◆  �Presenter: Dr. Margaret Scarlett

		  ◆  �Winner: Wardah Inam, PhD., C.E.O., Overjet

	 ▶  �Excellence in Research

		  ◆  �Presenter: Dr. Lois K. Cohen

		  ◆  �Winner: Rena N. D’Souza, D.D.S., M.S., PhD., Director, National 
Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research

	 ▶  �Cohen Volpe Award

		  ◆  �Presenter: Dr. Allen Finkelstein

		  ◆  �Winner: Mark S. Wol�, D.D.S., PhD., Morton Amsterdam Dean, 
University of Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine

	 ▶  �Special Recognition Award

		  ◆  Presenter: Stanley M. Bergman

		  ◆  �Winner: Santa Fe Group, a nonprofit organization  
(accepted by Dr. Teresa A. Dolan, President)

6:10PM – 6:15PM	 Closing Remarks 

6:15PM – 7:45PM	 Cocktails/Hors D’oeuvres/Networking
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MESSAGE FROM  

OUR PRESIDENT

Dear Colleagues,

It is hard to believe that 20 years has passed 

since we created the Dr. Edward B. Shils 

Entrepreneurial Fund back in 2002.

Ed and Shirley were with us and, as would 

be expected, Ed had his hand in all aspects 

of the program; serving as a mentor for 

those who supported us, as well as those 

in the Dental community involved in 

entrepreneurial activities. 

At the time, the subject was young and lots 

of individuals were doing innovative “out 

of the box” programs whose new ideas 

challenged the status quo, and successful 

ideas became part of the fabric of the future.

I have had the privilege of serving as 

President of the Shils Fund since its 

inception, during which we have recognized 

and supported innovative programs, 

individuals, and projects. As we look to the 

future, this is a perfect time to transition 

the leadership of the Shils Fund to other 

qualified individuals who have served on the 

Board and helped spearhead its activities 

and ongoing development. The future 

demands that entrepreneurship, innovation, 

and leadership in the oral health and overall 

health care community remain vibrant and 

impactful in order to sustain the importance 

of and improvement of health care for the 

public – a mission that is worthy of Dr. Shils 

and his legacy to the community and the 

profession. Now, 20 

years later, The Shils Fund is developing 

two value propositions for the future – new 

branding/new partners. Additional members 

will be blended into our current portfolio 

of activities so that the long-term ability 

of “honoring the past while securing the 

future” remains intact. 

In closing, I would like to thank all of you, our 

Board, Executive Director and our honorees 

for joining us at our 20th Anniversary event 

on October 19, 2022 at the University of 

Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine in 

Philadelphia and continuing your support 

of the Shils Fund and its ability to cultivate 

entrepreneurialism in oral health. I plan to 

continue to advise the Shils Fund in the future 

and continue, where possible, to participate 

in its programs and special events.

Keep safe, and let’s continue to make a 

di�erence in the oral health community.

 

Steve W. Kess

President, Shils Entrepreneurial Fund

SHILSFUND.ORG

“DRIVING INNOVATION TO 

ADVANCE ORAL HEALTH”

PANEL DISCUSSION 

Learning objectives

To understand the current 

landscape around developing new 

innovative strategies and products 

to advance population oral health.

To explore the resources available 

that might be harnessed to 

stimulate productive science 

that can be translatable and 

implemented for the benefit of 

various users.

To stimulate discussion about what 

might be included in a new agenda 

for the Shils Fund as it plans for the 

coming decade of opportunity.

1

2

3

MODERATOR

PANELISTS

Dr. Lois K. Cohen  
Consultant, National Institute 

of Dental and Craniofacial 

Research & Paul G. Rogers 

Ambassador for Global Health 

Research

Dr. Rena D’Souza  
Director of the National  

Institute of Dental &  

Craniofacial Research,  

National Institutes of Health

Dr. Michael Monopoli  
Vice President of Grant 

Strategy, CareQuest Institute  

for Oral Health

Dr. Teresa A. Dolan  
Chief Dental O�cer, Overjet

Stanley M. Bergman  
Chairman of the Board  

and CEO of Henry Schein, Inc. 
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ABOUT 

 
MICHAEL MONOPOLI, DMD, MPH, MS, FACD, FICD

Vice President for Grant Strategy, CareQuest

Michael Monopoli, DMD, MPH, MS, serves as vice president for 

grant strategy for the CareQuest Institute for Oral Health. In this 

role, Michael leads the organization’s strategic philanthropic 

grantmaking activities to promote healthy communities and 

improve the overall system to create better oral health for all.

Michael leverages his expertise to collaborate with grantees 

and partners on a systems change approach to local, state, and 

national investment to strengthen communities and promote 

health equity. Prior to joining CareQuest Institute, Michael held 

a number of senior roles with the DentaQuest Partnership and 

Delta Dental of Massachusetts, an a�liate of CareQuest Institute. 

He also previously served as dental director at the O�ce of Oral 

Health for the Massachusetts Department of Public Health.

Michael is a past President of the American Association of Public 

Health Dentistry and is a Fellow of the American College of 

Dentists and a Fellow of the International College of Dentists. He 

also serves on the boards of directors of the Forsyth Institute, the 

OSAP Foundation, and the Shils Entrepreneurial Fund. Michael 

serves on advisory councils of the Forsyth School of Dental 

Hygiene at the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Allied 

Health Sciences and the Massachusetts Department of Public 

Health.

Michael earned his Doctor of Dental Medicine degree from Tufts 

University School of Dental Medicine and two master’s degrees 

from Harvard University Chan School of Public Health. He also 

completed a fellowship in geriatric dentistry at the Harvard School 

of Dental Medicine and the U.S. Department of Veterans A�airs.

TERESA A. DOLAN, D.D.S., M.P.H.

Chief Dental O�cer, Overjet

Dr. Teresa Dolan is the Chief Dental O�cer at Overjet (www.

overjet.ai), the global leader in dental AI. She previously served 

as Dentsply Sirona’s Chief Clinical O�cer, leading the global 

Clinical A�airs function, supporting new product development 

and overseeing the largest global clinical education program 

sponsored by dental industry.  Dr. Dolan is also professor and 

dean emeritus of the University of Florida College of Dentistry, 

where she served as dean and chief academic o�cer from 

2003 until 2013.  She is recognized for her contributions to 

dental public health, geriatric dentistry and as a champion for 

diversity and women in dentistry.  Dr. Dolan is a Phi Beta Kappa 

graduate of Rutgers University; she earned a DDS degree from 

the University of Texas and a MPH degree from the University 

of California, Los Angeles.  She was a Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation Dental Health Services Research Scholar, completed 

a Veterans Administration Fellowship in Geriatric Dentistry, and 

is a board certified in Dental Public Health.  As a recognized 

leader in the dental profession, she currently serves as president 

of the Santa Fe Group, vice president of the American College of 

Dentists, and serves on the board of directors of the American 

Dental Association Science and Research Institute.

STANLEY M. BERGMAN

Chairman of the Board and CEO of Henry Schein, Inc.

Since 1989, Stanley M. Bergman has been Chairman of the Board 

and CEO of Henry Schein, Inc., a Fortune 500® company and the 

world’s largest provider of health care products and services to 

o�ce-based dental and medical practitioners, 

Mr. Bergman serves as a board member or advisor for numerous 

institutions including New York University College of Dentistry; 

the University of Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine; the 

Columbia University Medical Center; University of the People; 

Hebrew University; Tel Aviv University; the University of the 

Witwatersrand Fund; The World Economic Forum’s Health Care 

Governors; the Business Council for International Understanding 

and the Metropolitan Opera. Mr. Bergman is an honorary member 

of the American Dental Association and the Alpha Omega 

International Dental Society. Mr. Bergman is the recipient of 

the Ellis Island Medal of Honor; the CR Magazine Corporate 

Responsibility Lifetime Achievement Award; the 2017 CEO of the 

Year award by Chief Executive Magazine; Honorary Doctorates 

from The University of the Witwatersrand, The Hebrew University 

of Jerusalem, Western University of Health Sciences, Hofstra 

University, A.T. Still University’s Arizona School of Dentistry and 

Oral Health, Case Western Reserve University, and Farmingdale 

State College (SUNY); and Honorary Fellowships from King’s 

College London - Dental Institute and the International College 

of Dentists.

Stan and Dr. Marion Bergman and their family are active supporters 

of organizations fostering the arts, higher education, and cultural 

diversity, as well as grassroots health care and sustainable 

entrepreneurial economic development initiatives in the United 

States, Africa, and other developing regions of the world.

Mr. Bergman is a graduate of The University of the Witwatersrand 

in South Africa and is a South African Chartered Accountant and 

a NYS Certified Public Accountant (CPA)

LOIS K. COHEN, PHD

National Institute of Dental and  

Craniofacial Research, Retired. 

Consultant and Paul G. Rogers Ambassador for Global 

Health Research, Dr. Cohen is formerly Associate Director for 

International Health, National Institute of Dental & Craniofacial 

Research at the National Institutes of Health. Her PhD. in 

sociology was earned at Purdue University (1963) where she 

also received an Honorary Doctorate of Letters (1989), the first 

sociologist ever to have been awarded that honor from Purdue. 

During her more than 58-year career having had Visiting Faculty 

appointments at both Howard University and Harvard University, 

she spent most of those years with the U.S. Government both as 

a researcher and a health science administrator. She edited and 

authored four volumes on the social sciences and dentistry and 

publishing more than 150 professional journal articles. Purported 

to be the architect of the behavioral and socio-dental sciences, 

she co-directed two major multinational collaborative studies 

with the World Health Organization on nationally developed oral 

health care delivery systems. 

Dr. Cohen has served or currently serves on various organizational 

boards including: Foundation Against HIV/AIDS in Africa, the 

Journal of the American Dental Association, the Friends of the 

Organization of Safety, Aespsis and Prevention, the Edward B. 

Shils Entrepreneurial Fund, The Alliance for Oral Health across 

Borders, the Caplin Family Charities, the Regulatory A�airs 

Society’s Global Advisory Council, Humble Smile Foundation, 

and the Institute of Musculoskeletal Health and Arthritis of the 

Canadian Institutes for Health Research. She regularly serves 

as an expert consultant to the World Health Organization in 

Geneva, its regional o�ces in the Americas (Pan American 

Health Organization) and the African region as well as various 

universities and associations focusing on global health through 

oral health.

Awards and/or honorary lectures in her name are given annually at 

Harvard School of Dental Medicine, the International Association 

for Dental Research and at the University of the Sciences (now 

merged with St. Joseph’s University) in Philadelphia and at 

Purdue University.

RENA N. D’SOUZA, DDS, MS, PHD

Director, National Institute of Dental and  

Craniofacial Research

Dr. Rena D’Souza is the Director of the National Institute of Dental 

and Craniofacial Research, National Institutes of Health. She is 

deeply committed to the organization’s mission — advance 

fundamental knowledge about dental, oral, and craniofacial 

health and disease and translate these findings into prevention, 

early detection, and treatment strategies that improve overall 

health for all individuals and communities across the lifespan. 

As the director of NIDCR, Dr. D’Souza oversees the institute’s 

annual budget of over $500 million, supporting basic, translational, 

and clinical research in areas of oral cancer, orofacial pain, tooth 

decay, periodontal disease, salivary gland dysfunction, and the 

craniofacial development and the oral complications of systemic 

diseases. Prior to becoming NIDCR’s director, Dr. D’Souza served 

at the University of Utah as Assistant Vice President for Academic 

A�airs and Education for the Health Sciences. She held the Ole 

and Marty Jensen endowed chair in the School of Dentistry that 

she led as inaugural dean. As a clinicianscientist, D’Souza has 

been strongly committed to discovery and mentoring throughout 

her academic career. She is past president of the American 

Association for Dental Research (AADR) and the International 

Association for Dental Research (IADR). 

Dr. D’Souza is an internationally recognized researcher and 

has authored over 150 publications and book chapters in the 

areas of craniofacial development, matrix biology and tissue 

regeneration for over 30 years. She is a Fellow of AAAS and 

also of AADR. She received the 2010 Presidential Award for 

Research Excellence from the Texas A&M Health Science 

Center and was inducted into the German National Academy 

of Sciences in 2012. Columbia University College of Dental 

Medicine’s awarded Dr. D’Souza the Birnberg Research Medal 

in 2016. She also received the IADR Distinguished Scientist 

Award in Pulp Biology Research in 2002 and the Irwin D. 

Mandel Distinguished National Mentoring Award in 2017. 

Dr. D’Souza is active on several trans-NIH committees and 

maintains an active research laboratory in the National Institute 

of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD), NIH

YEARS

CELEBRATING



SHILSFUND.ORG

2022 SHILS PARTNERSHIP AWARDS

The Shils Partnership Awards Program continues Ed Shils legacy by encouraging young 

entrepreneurs and students to compete and foster innovation in the field of oral health.

YOUNG “ENTREPRENEUR” AWARD

An individual between the ages of 18 and 40 

with an entrepreneurial spirit and who initiates 

extraordinary project ideas that have a positive 

impact on the oral health care industry. 

This award is co-sponsored by:

KEITH DRAYER

“Transformational leadership in oral health is the heart 

of the legacy of Dr. Edward Shils. Ed Shils inspired Team 

Schein to achieve remarkable results to benefit society. 

Ed Shils mobilized Henry Schein to find ways to advance 

and make oral health accessible. Henry Schein is proud 

to sponsor the Emerging Transformational Leadership 

Award as a way of honoring Ed Shils and benefiting 

society.”  — Keith Drayer

Keith D. Drayer consults for Henry Schein, Inc., the largest 

provider of health care products and related services to 

o�ce-based Dental and Medical practitioners. Keith is an 

active contributor to industry and philanthropic groups; 

he holds several elected and appointed leadership 

positions. In addition to serving

as Treasurer and Secretary of the Shils Fund, he serves 

on the Boards and elected positions of several NGOs as 

well as three leading dental schools.

Keith has been interviewed by several news and 

magazine programs in the U.S. and Europe. He 

lectures at dental schools globally and was a practice 

development instructor at New York University’s Dental 

School Continuing Education program. Keith has co-led 

dental outreach programs in Songea, Tanzania.

Keith is an active marathon runner, Ironman triathlete, and 

multisport endurance events, and has trekked various 

mountain ranges in North America, South America, 

Africa, and Asia.

EMERGING TRANSFORMATIONAL 

LEADERSHIP AWARD

An oral health advocate who has been exceptionally 

proactive in the oral health community to benefit the 

public’s overall health.  

DR. ALYSE O’KELLY

“This award will support the individuals for whom 

DICE was created to empower and develop early-

stage dental innovators who want to learn how to 

build businesses and who seek to impact the oral 

health industry beyond their daily clinical practice.” 

— Alyse O’Kelly

Dr. O’Kelly hails from sunny Southern California 

and worked as a realtor and serial entrepreneur 

prior to beginning her journey in dentistry. Since 

graduating from Penn Dental Medicine during 

the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, she has 

pursued her passion to serve communities

in need. Currently, Dr. O’Kelly splits her time 

between a pediatric, nonprofit dental practice in 

Philadelphia and the Lancaster Cleft Palate Clinic, 

where she works with an interdisciplinary team 

of medical and dental specialists who care for 

medically complex patients from infancy through 

adulthood. She founded DICE in 2017 as a D2 and 

has since expanded its reach to numerous dental 

schools across the U.S. In her free time, she enjoys 

cooking with fresh ingredients from her garden, 

playing golf with her husband, and boating on the 

Chesapeake Bay.

FUTURE “DEVELOPER” AWARD

An individual or organization in the early-stages of 

an innovative product/business idea that will have 

a positive impact on the oral health care industry. 

JONATHAN BURNS 

“Bank of America Practice Solutions is proud to 

sponsor the Young Entrepreneurs Award. Bank 

of America is committed to investing in the dental 

community by supporting new business owners, as 

we believe strongly that young entrepreneurs are 

fundamental to driving strong, healthy economies. 

Our focus is to cultivate confidence toward 

practice ownership and elevate financial wellness 

by taking action to provide expertise, education, 

and essential resources to enable entrepreneurial 

success.” – Jonathan Burns

In his role as Division Executive Jonathan leads 

the business development team, that serves the 

Small Business lending needs of health care 

practitioners in the Southeast. In addition to his 

team, he manages the corporate partnership 

called Practice Solutions in the Southeast. Prior to 

his current role, Jonathan was a regional business 

development o�cer with Practice Solutions, 

working with dentist in New York City, New Jersey, 

and Florida from 2010 until 2019. During his career 

with Practice Solutions, Jonathan has helped to 

form and grow partnerships with the New York 

State Dental Association, the New Jersey Dental 

Association, and the Florida Dental Association. 

Jonathan grew up in Columbus, Ohio and has 

been in the financial services industry since 2005. 

He attended college at The Ohio State University 

where he majored in Business. He has been 

married for 9 years to Lindsay Burns and resides 

in Delray Beach, FL.

GEORGE WOLFE 

“Giving back is deeply entrenched in the philosophy and 

culture at DMG. We are proud to and see no better way 

to honor the memory of Ed Shils than to sponsor the 

Diversity and Innovation award.”   — George Wolfe

George Wolfe is President of DMG America, a leading 

manufacturer and distributor of high-quality restorative 

and preventative professional dental materials. With over 

25 years of industry experience, George is responsible 

for running all facets of the business.

George gained his business acumen by working in a 

variety of positions in various dental industry sectors. After 

graduating from the University of Delaware and working 

in the banking sector, he entered the dental industry with 

a leading national distributor. Over the next ten years, 

George worked in various positions on both the retail and 

wholesale sides of the industry holding positions in sales, 

marketing, operations, and research and development. 

George always focused on learning and understanding 

all aspects of a company from the ground up, which 

enabled him to gain insight into all segments of the 

market, as well as those of his competitors. This gave 

him the confidence and ability to take the helm of DMG 

America as President in 2007.

As President, George’s goals for DMG America include a 

focus on the overall growth and culture of the company, 

while giving back as much as possible. His hands-on 

approach has helped him with his presidency and has 

made him appreciate the everyday challenges and 

successes of each department in his organization.

George has five children and resides in Wycko�, New 

Jersey with his wife, Ingrid. George sits on various 

industry and civic boards.

PAUL MONDOCK 

“Truly meaningful innovation often comes from greater 

diversity.”  – Paul Mondock

A 30+-year veteran of Septodont, Paul has held numerous 

roles with increasing responsibility. He currently serves 

as President for the Americas, with complete commercial 

P&L oversite, and is a member

of the corporate Executive Management Committee. 

In addition to his company responsibilities, Paul is 

also involved at the Board level with multiple industry-

related non profit organizations. Paul received his BS in 

Business Management from the University of Pittsburgh 

and his MBA from Temple University’s Fox School of 

Business.

DIVERSITY “INNOVATION” AWARD

An individual or organization developing innovative 

programs aimed at advancing diversity, equity, and 

inclusion for students in the health care industry.  

This award is co-sponsored by:

This award is co-sponsored by:

This award is co-sponsored by:
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2022 SHILS ANNUAL AWARDS

The Shils Annual Awards Program recognizes organizations, programs, clinicians, executives, and other 

health care leaders for their significant positive impacts on the oral health of the public.

“Since we first conceived of these awards, they’ve prominently celebrated the innovators, big thinkers, and 

fearless entrepreneurs whose vision for our industry has shaped the oral health of so many. The honorees 

continue to exemplify Dr. Shils’ belief that the values of entrepreneurship and education create long-lasting  

and far-reaching impacts when carried into the public health sector.”

 — Steve W. Kess

President, Shils Entrepreneurial Fund

EXCELLENCE IN  

INDUSTRY AWARD 

Presented to: 

WARDAH INAM, PhD.  

CEO, Overjet 

In recognition of your innovation and 

entrepreneurial role for advancing 

oral health.

EXCELLENCE IN  
RESEARCH AWARD 

Presented to: 

RENA N. D’SOUZA, D.D.S., M.S., 

PhD., Director, National  

Institute of Dental and Craniofacial 

Research

In recognition for your completion of 

the landmark report on Oral Health 

in America and your leadership in 

advancing the movement of scientific 

findings to user communities. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
AWARD 

Presented to:  

SANTA FE GROUP 

Accepted by Teresa A. Dolan, D.D.S., 

M.P.H. President

In recognition of celebrating 25 years 

of advocacy to improve oral health 

for the public, the profession and 

research.

COHEN-VOLPE AWARD 

Presented to:  

MARK S. WOLFF, DDS, PhD. 

Morton Amsterdam Dean, 

Professor

In recognition of your innovative 

approach to re-establishing the 

generational relationship between 

Hebrew University and University 

of Pennsylvania School of Dental 

Medicine and your outstanding 

leadership on behalf of individuals 

with intellectual and development 

disabilities (IDD).

ABOUT

DR. WARDAH INAM

Dr. Wardah Inam is the Co-Founder and CEO of Overjet. Overjet 

is the leading provider of AI technology for the dental industry to 

help improve patient care.

Prior to founding Overjet, she led product development at a 

health care startup, Q Bio, working on biomedical imaging. Before 

that, she was a Postdoctoral Fellow at MIT Computer Science 

and Artificial Intelligence Lab,  where she worked on remote 

biomedical sensing using machine learning on wireless signals.

Dr. Inam received a PhD from MIT, where she developed AI-

powered microgrid technology. This work received widespread 

recognition including National Geographic covering it as a 

breakthrough that could transform the way we power the world. 

She has corporate experience from GE and Apple and is the 

recipient of the MIT Graduate Women of Excellence Award.

Dr. Inam has been ranked among the 32 most influential people 

in dentistry by Incisal Edge (#8) and received the Shils Innovator 

Award in 2022. She is also a member of the Santa Fe Group’s 

Strategic Advisory Council, a think tank that advocates for better 

dental services. 

DR. RENA N. D’SOUZA

Dr. Rena N. D’Souza is the director of the National Institute of 

Dental and Craniofacial Research. She oversees NIDCR’s 

annual budget of more than $475 million, which supports 

basic, translational, and clinical research in areas of oral cancer, 

orofacial pain, tooth decay, periodontal disease, salivary gland 

dysfunction, craniofacial development and disorders, and the 

oral complications of systemic diseases.

A licensed dentist, Dr. D’Souza is recognized for her research 

in craniofacial development, genetics, tooth development, and 

regenerative dental medicine. Prior to joining NIH, Dr. D’Souza 

was the Assistant Vice President for Academic A�airs and 

Education for Health Sciences at the University of Utah, Salt Lake 

City. There she also served as a professor of dentistry, the Ole and 

Marty Jensen chair of the School of Dentistry and Professor of 

Neurobiology and Anatomy, Pathology and Surgery in the School 

of Medicine and the Department of Biomedical Engineering. In 

2012, Dr. D’Souza was selected to be the inaugural dean of the 

University of Utah’s School of Dentistry. She is a devoted mentor 

and champion of diversity in the biomedical research workforce. 

Since 1985, she has served as a volunteer dentist for women in 

need and people struggling with homelessness in Salt Lake City, 

Dallas, and Houston.

D’Souza received her Bachelor’s Degree in dental surgery from 

the University of Bombay, India, after which she completed 

her general practice residency. She earned her DDS, PhD, and 

Master’s Degree in pathology/biomedical sciences from the 

University of Texas Health Science Center in Houston.

DR. MARK S. WOLFF 

Dr. Wol� has completed numerous international research and oral 

health assessment programs and has been a lifelong advocate 

and dental provider for individuals with physical, intellectual, 

and developmental disabilities of all ages. He has served as 

the principal or co-principal investigator on multiple benchtop 

and clinical research projects, investigating dental caries, novel 

remineralizing agents, dental erosion, periodontal disease, dental 

materials, and dentinal hypersensitivity. He has published over 100 

scientific papers and text chapters and edited multiple textbooks. 

Dr. Wol� lectures worldwide and is a frequent consultant to the 

industry. He has been the principal or co-principal investigator on 

nearly $9 million in both industrial research and funded research 

for the National Institutes of Health (NIH).

SANTA FE GROUP

The Santa Fe Group is a 501(c) (3), action-oriented think tank with 

a passion to improve lives through oral health. Since its inception 

25 years ago, the Santa Fe Group has been instrumental as a 

neutral convener, communicator, connector, and catalyst to move 

the needle on critical issues such as oral cancer, dental education 

reform, children’s oral health, improved primary care access, the 

importance of linking medical and dental health systems, and 

most recently, expanding oral health care for our nation’s seniors.



ABOUT

DR. ANNCE KADRI

Annce Kadri is a first-year resident in the Pediatric Dentistry 

program at Boston University School of Dental Medicine, where 

he also obtained his D.M.D. and M.S. degrees. During his time 

at BU he has been actively involved in student organizations, 

collaborated with Boston Area Health Education Center 

(BAHEC) in various programs ranging from dental assisting 

courses to cooking classes, served as a teaching assistant 

in the School of Medicine, and launched a Culinary Medicine 

nonprofit through the BU innovation Center.   Prior to dental 

school, he attended The Ohio State University where he was 

able to travel to remote islands around the world to conduct 

research on the molecular ecology of coral reefs. His hobbies 

include traveling, cooking, SCUBA diving, and pretty much 

anything outdoors or in the water.

2022 DTA/SHILS SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 

Presented to: 

DR. ANNCE KADRI

Boston University 

Henry M. Goldman School of Dental Medicine

“Programs like the DTA Foundation and Edward. B. Shils Foundation 

inspire us to go above and beyond for our communities. After receiving 

this award, I looked up Dr. Shils for the impact he had on our profession. 

I look to him as a role model and hope that one day I can inspire young 

professionals like he has done for me.” 

— Dr. Annce Kadri

2022 DTA/SHILS SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

The purpose of the Dental Trade Alliance Scholarship is to recognize and provide multiple scholarships 

in financial support to dental students who demonstrate academic excellence in dentistry, financial need, 

and a commitment to community service. Since 2013, The Shils Fund is one of the original supporters of 

the DTA Scholarship with a $5,000 annual grant.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President

Steve Kess

Henry Schein, Inc.

Vice President

Allen Finkelstein, DDS

Bedford Healthcare

Secretary & Treasurer

Keith Drayer

Henry Schein, Inc. (consultant)

David Branch

Integrated Media Services

Jonathan Burns 

Bank of America Practice Solutions

Lois K. Cohen, PhD

National Institute of Dental and  

Craniofacial Research (retired)

Maren Gaughan

Office of Institutional Advancement   

Penn Dental Medicine 

Leslie Grant, DDS, MSPA

National Dental Association

Paul Mondock

Septodont

Michael Monopoli, DMD, MPH, MS, FICD

CareQuest

Anthony Montemurro

Dental Manufacturers of America (Retired).

Alyse O’Kelly, DMD

Dental Innovators, Creators & Entrepreneurs (DICE)

Fotinos S. Panagakos, DMD, PhD

Pacific Northwest University of Health Sciences  

School of Dental Medicine

Lawrence Paul, DDS 

Skygen USA

Colan R. Rogers

NSK America Corp.

Margaret Scarlett, DMD

CEO Scarlett Consulting International,  

and CAPT. (retired), USPHS, CDC

Sonya G. Smith, EdD, JD

American Dental Education Association (ADEA)

George Wolfe

DMG America LLC

Executive Director

Jamie Pirowskin
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D. Walter Cohen, DDS

15 Years of Exemplary Service 
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Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine 

& Chancellor Emeritus Drexel University 

College of Medicine
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Dr. Edward B. Shils Entrepreneurial Fund, Inc. is an independent, tax-exempt organization 

under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. We appreciate your support!

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER OF THE SHILS FUND?  

Please contact our Executive Director, Jamie Pirowskin at info@shilsfund.org.

HOW DO YOU DONATE?
By Credit Card: www.shilsfund.org

By Check: Mail to our new address below.

SHILS ENTREPRENEURIAL FUND
Attn: Jamie Pirowskin, Executive Director

338 Jericho Turnpike, Suite 201  

Syosset, NY 11791

info@shilsfund.org

We are deeply grateful to our Shils Fund Sponsors and Donors 

for generously supporting our initiatives and  

ensuring us the ongoing celebration of Ed’s legacy.

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

DONATION	 PAYMENT	 DISTRIBUTION

VISIONARY CIRCLE	 $100,000 or more	 Payable over 5 years

FOUNDER CIRCLE	 $50,000 or more	 Payable over 5 years

CHAIRMAN CIRCLE	 $25,000 or more	 Payable over 5 years

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE	 $10,000 or more	 Payable over 5 years

DIRECTOR CIRCLE	 $5,000 or more	 Payable over 5 years

PATRON CIRCLE	 $1,000 or more	 Payable over 1 year

BENEFACTOR CIRCLE	 up to $999

VISIONARY CIRCLE

Dr. D. Walter Cohen

Henry Schein, Inc.

FOUNDER CIRCLE

Mr. Stanley M. Bergman 
and Dr. Marion J. Bergman

GC America, Inc.

The Robert Schattner  
Foundation

CHAIRMAN CIRCLE

Mr. & Mrs. Je�rey E. Perelman

Premier Dental  
Products Company, Inc.

Dr. and Mrs. Edward B. Shils

Mr. Norman Weinstock

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE 

Dental Manufacturers  
of America, Inc.

Mr. James H. Devlin

The Claire Friedlander  
Family Foundation

Dr. Allen Finkelstein

Lang Dental Mfg. Co., Inc.

NextLevel Group

Mr. Andrew Parker

University of Pennsylvania

Dr. Robert Schattner

Dr. Anthony R. Volpe



SHILS ENTREPRENEURIAL FUND
Attn: Jamie Pirowskin  

Executive Director

338 Jericho Turnpike, Suite 201   

Syosset, NY 11791

info@shilsfund.org
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